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Author Questions and Answers
Some reasons why I write: 
Fun! Reciprocate the lifelong joy and inspiration of books, films and music.
To lead and participate in joyful process. To sow hope.
And because I have things I want to say, to readers of all ages. 

What’s important to me:
Hope, love and peace for every being.

Why I write Magical Realism:
I write Magical Realism – stories set at least in part here on Earth that also adventure into the fantastic. But each of my stories is based in real-life truths that we all have to navigate at some point. 

Why these characters?
Of course, I’m inspired by observing people around me. And I include animal characters in every book because I feel animals are an incredible gift to humans with their honesty and innocent trust in us; their willingness to listen and comfort us with loyalty and love. 
What I hope readers take away from my books:
Characters they love and can relate to. 
An idea or image they hadn’t experienced before that may lead them to their own “What if….?” Some of my favorites are a Dreamdancer cat who can join anyone in their dreams; The compass of the universe in Bast’s Palace; The cat play planet Purruj and, of course, Purr Pools for a chance at total peace.

What I hope to accomplish:
To delight, inspire, encourage and comfort as books and the arts have done for me all my life. 


Where do I get my ideas?
Honestly, I feel inspiration waits around every corner, hoping we’ll notice. I’ve been writing morning pages ala Julia Cameron’s Artist Way daily since 1999. That’s a daily opportunity where ideas and solutions to writing challenges I’ve created pop up.

Do I ever get stuck/writer’s block and if so, what do I do about it:
I don’t typically get stuck coming up with ideas for my work, but I DO create my own thorny problems with characters and plots. Then I turn to my morning pages and to my critique group to talk it out and eventually move through.

What suggestions can I offer other authors:
Definitely join or start a trustworthy, kind—but honest—critique group. 
Write something every day—doesn’t matter what. Just stay listening in the flow.
What sets me apart: 
Appreciation that I get to write books, short works as well as songs and music – a huge gift I don’t take for granted. 

I also take the gift of my readers’ time seriously by writing daily, actively studying to become a better writer, accepting critique and seeking out wonderful illustrators.

What tools and resources do I rely upon:
My weekly critique group. I truly couldn’t publish a decent book without them. 
Save the Cat by Jessica Brody for keeping me on track with pacing as well as character and plot development. 

Unexpected things that happened along the way:
My first novel started out as a picture book, but my characters quickly had far more to say and deal with than a picture book could comfortably accommodate.

Getting to Storytime with kids in war-torn Ukraine.



Working on now and next projects:
I’m currently working on a book of short fiction using unusual words. Wonderful illustrator Cara Bevan is working with me to make this book fun and memorable.

An illustrated fiction about remarkable teenage sisters who, out of necessity, become engineers in 19th century Portugal.

A time travel YA that moves between 16th century France and the modern U.S.
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